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behalf of the people, thanks for stepping for-
ward; thanks for shouldering this awesome
responsibility. You're working with vital part-
ners in State and local and tribal govern-
ments, in the private and nonprofit sectors,
and the international community to meet the
threats of our time. Many of you serve in
dangerous circumstances, and on this anni-
versary, we remember all those who have
given their lives to keep our people safe.

I appreciate every member of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for your dedica-
tion and your courage and your resolve.
You're helping to ensure that as we wage the
war on terror across the world, we never for-
get where it began: in our homeland.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless our country.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at DAR
Constitution Hall. In his remarks, he referred to
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist
organization.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in
Jerusalem

March 6, 2008

I condemn in the strongest possible terms
the terrorist attack in Jerusalem that targeted
innocent students at the Mercaz Harav Ye-
shiva. This barbaric and vicious attack on in-
nocent civilians deserves the condemnation
of every nation.

I have just spoken with Prime Minister
Olmert to extend my deepest condolences to
the victims, their families, and to the people
of Israel. I told him the United States stands
firmly with Israel in the face of this terrible
attack.

Remarks on the Situation in Cuba

March 7, 2008

Sientese. Gracias. Bienvenidos a la Casa
Blanca. Mr. Secretary, thank you for being
here; Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart,
members of the diplomatic corps, distin-
guished officials, honored guests.

We gather today to remember a tragic mo-
ment in the history of Cuba. Five years ago
this month, Cuban authorities rounded up
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scores of citizens and charged them with of-
fenses against the regime. Those arrested in-
cluded teachers and librarians and journal-
ists. They committed no crimes. They simply
held views their Government did not like,
and they refused to be silent. In all, 75 people
were given long prison terms. In the world
of Cuban dissidents, that crackdown 5 years
ago is remembered as the Black Spring.

A few moments ago, I met with one of
the men arrested in that crackdown, Miguel
Sigler Amaya, y su esposa, Josefa. Miguel was
arrested in this crackdown because he and
his brothers had long opposed the Castro re-
gime. Over many years, they had been har-
assed and they had been beaten by Cuban
authorities. Miguel once had his ribs cracked
by one of the regime’s mobs. One of the
brothers survived an assassination attempt,
and the entire family had received death
threats. Now during the Black Spring,
Miguel was charged with disobedience. He
was sentenced to 26 months in prison. His
brothers, Ariel y Guido, each received sen-
tences of 20 years.

When Miguel went to prison, his wife,
Josefa, found common cause with the wives
of other political prisoners. They formed a
group and chose as their symbol the color
white, the color of peace. Every Sunday,
these Ladies in White—las Damas de Blan-
co—attend Catholic mass, and then together
they walk in silence through the streets. In
Cuba, even that simple act is considered dan-
gerous defiance. The women have been sub-
jected to harassment and beatings. Josefa
herself was stopped by an assailant who told
her that he was sending her a message, and
then he clubbed her with a blunt object on
the back of her head.

Josefa was ordered to leave Cuba with
Miguel once he was released from prison in
2006. In Cuba, they are considered outlaws.
In America, they are heralds of freedom, and
I'm proud to stand with them in the White
House.

Miguel and Josefa tell a compelling story
about brutal repression right off the shores
of the United States. And I want to thank
you for letting us share your stories, and I
thank you for your courage.

I've asked Josefa to please tell the Ladies
in White—las Damas de Blanco—that as
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they pray for a free Cuba, the American peo-
ple—many American people will pray for
them. And we can be confident that a loving
God will listen.

For Miguel and Josefa, the horrors of life
in Cuba are behind them, but millions of oth-
ers are still trapped in the tropical gulag.
Miguel’s brothers still suffer under inhumane
conditions in Cuban jails. The Ladies in
White still bravely march for freedom. And
most of the Cubans imprisoned during the
Black Spring are still in jail, subjected to
beatings, inadequate medical care, and long
separations from their family.

These prisoners of conscience live in daily
torment, and so do hundreds of others. Yet
most of the world says nothing. This is a sad
and curious pattern.

Last fall, dozens of young Cubans who
wore bracelets imprinted with one word,
cambio, or change, were arrested by Cuban
police because of their political beliefs. Yet
in the face of this assault on the freedom
of expression, much of the world was silent.

Last December, Cuban authorities
stormed into a Catholic church, teargassed
parishioners, and dragged 18 worshipers out.
A Catholic official called the episode, quote,
“the worst attack against a church in 45
years.” And yet in the face of this assault on
religious freedom, much of the world was si-
lent.

And last weekend, Cubans were pushed
and shoved and beaten as they distributed
copies of the U.N. Declaration on Human
Rights. That same week, Cuba signed the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. The international community ap-
plauded Cuba for signing a piece of paper,
but on the abuses that same week, much of
the world was silent.

In the face of these abuses, the United
States has not been silent, nor will we be
silent. We have been consistently joined in
condemning the Cuban regime’s brutal out-
rages by a small band of brave nations. Coun-
tries such as the Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia,
and Slovenia have placed themselves at the
forefront for the fight for human freedom
in Cuba. They recently lived through Com-
munist tyranny. They remember what life is
like under the boot of the oppressor. They
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know the daily hardships that ordinary citi-
zens have to endure just to survive. And they
refuse to look away.

Unfortunately, the list of countries sup-
porting the Cuban people is far too short,
and the democracies absent from that list are
far too notable. When a new day finally
dawns for Cubans, they will remember the
few brave nations that stood with them and
the many that did not.

A few weeks ago, reports of the supposed
retirement of Cuba’s dictator initially led
many to believe that the time had finally
come for the United States to change our
policy on Cuba and improve our relations
with the regime. That sentiment is exactly
backward. To improve relations, what needs
to change is not the United States; what
needs to change is Cuba. Cuba’s Govern-
ment must begin a process as peaceful demo-
cratic change. They must release all political
prisoners. They must have respect for human
rights in word and deed and pave the way
for free and fair elections.

So far, all Cuba has done is replace one
dictator with another. And its former ruler
is still influencing events from behind the
scenes. This is the same system, the same
faces, and the same policies that led Cuba
to its miseries in the first place. The United
States is isolating the Cuban regime, and
were reaching out to the Cuban people.
We've granted asylum to hundreds of thou-
sands who have fled the regime. We've en-
couraged private citizens and charities to de-
liver food and medicine and other assistance
directly to the people of Cuba. As a result,
the American people are the largest pro-
viders of humanitarian aid to the Cuban peo-
ple in the entire world.

This assistance is easing burdens for many
Cuban families. But the sad fact is that life
will not improve for the Cuban people until
their system of government changes. It will
not improve by exchanging one dictator for
another. It will not improve if we prop up
the same tyranny for the false promise of so-
called stability.

As T told the Cuban people last October,
a new day for Cuba will come. And we will
know when it’s here. We will know it’s here
when jailers go to the cells where Cuban pris-
oners of conscience are held and set them
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free. We will know it is here when Miguel
Sigler Amaya is reunited with his brothers,
and they can say what they think and can
come and go as they please. And we will
know it is here when the Ladies in White
no longer make their silent vigils or live in
constant fear of assault or arrest.

Until that day comes, the United States
will continue to shine a bright and revealing
light on Cuba’s abuses. We will continue to
tell the stories of Cuba’s people, even when
a lot of the world doesn’t want to hear them.
And we will carry this refrain in our hearts:
Viva Cuba Libre.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Raul Castro Ruz
and former President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the National Economy
March 7, 2008

Earlier today I spoke with members of my
economic team. They updated me on the
state of our economy. This morning we
learned that our economy lost 63,000 payroll
jobs in February, although the unemploy-
ment rate improved to 4.8 percent.

Losing a job is painful, and I know Ameri-
cans are concerned about our economy. So
am L It’s clear our economy has slowed. But
the good news is, we anticipated this and took
decisive action to bolster the economy by
passing a growth package that will put money
into the hands of American workers and busi-
nesses.

I signed this growth package into law just
3 weeks ago, and its provisions are just start-
ing to kick in. First, a growth package in-
cludes incentives for businesses to make in-
vestments in new equipment this year. These
incentives are now in place, and they are
starting to have an impact. My advisers tell
me that investment in new equipment re-
mains solid thus far in the first quarter.

And as more businesses take advantage of
these new incentives as well as lower interest
rates, we expect investment will continue to
grow and that businesses will begin creating
new jobs in the months ahead.
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Secondly, the growth package will provide
tax rebates to more than 130 million Amer-
ican households. Now, these rebates will
begin reaching American families in May.
And when the money reaches the American
people, we expect they will use it to boost
consumer spending, and that will spur job
creation as well.

We believe that the steps we've taken, to-
gether with the actions taken by the Federal
Reserve, will have a positive effect on our
economy. So my message to the American
people is this: I know this is a difficult time
for our economy, but we recognized the
problem early and provided the economy
with a booster shot. We will begin to see the
impact over the coming months. And in the
long run, we can have confidence that so long
as we pursue progrowth, low-tax policies that
put faith in the American people, our econ-
omy will prosper.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. on the
Colonnade at the White House.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 1

In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

March 3

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DG, arriving in the afternoon.

Later in the afternoon, on the North Por-
tico, the President participated in a photo op-
portunity with the Veterans of Foreign Wars
National Voice of Democracy Award recipi-
ents.



